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say that the central need of mankind is a world Constitution
within which the nations can carry through reform, both
social and economic, by pacific means, and cease to destroy
one another by physical or economic war. Nor, I think,
does Indian political opinion yet realize the immense signifi-
cance of that principle of " special responsibility " vested in
the Viceroy and the Governors of which the Constitution
is the first formal embodiment. It places the initiative
and the primary responsibility for ^ovornrnent throughout
the whole domestic field on the shoulders of Ministries re-
sponsible to the Legislatives and confutes the safeguarding
powers to situations in which the Viceroy and the Governors
are prepared to state that ministerial policy constitutes a
grave menace to the stability of government or a breach of
statutory guarantees.

No doubt the Indian Constitution is imperfect. No
doubt it will, in due times need revision* But history may
yet say that the substitution at this critical hour of a Con-
stitution based on responsible Legislatures, both federal and
provincial, electee! on a fairly with: franchise* for the old
direct British autocracy, saved India from the disasters
which have overtaken Europe ; from its breaking into war-
ring fragments bused on niigion, race or language* The
Indian Constitution may he as important a milestone as was
the enactment of the American Constitution 150 yearn ago,
Indeed I hope that ere long an Indian Abraham Lincoln will
arise who will proclaim that the maintenance of Indian
constitutional unity and the reform of its internal political,
economic and social conditions, along constitutional lines, Is
of more Importance to Indians than any other issue, save that